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Using transitional words and phrases helps papers read more smoothly.  They provide logical organization and understandability and improve the connections and transitions between thoughts

A coherent paper allows the reader to flow from the first supporting point to the last.

[image: image2.wmf]Transitions indicate relations, whether within a sentence, paragraph, or paper.
This list illustrates "relationships" between ideas,
followed by words and phrases that can connect them.

Addition:
also, again, as well as, besides, coupled with, furthermore, in addition, likewise, moreover, similarly

Consequence:
accordingly, as a result, consequently, for this reason, for this purpose, 
hence, otherwise, so then, subsequently, therefore, thus, thereupon, wherefore

Generalizing:
as a rule, as usual, for the most part,
generally, generally speaking, ordinarily, usually

Exemplifying:
chiefly, especially, for instance, in particular, markedly, namely, 
particularly,  including, specifically, such as

Illustration:
for example, for instance, for one thing, as an illustration, 
illustrated with, as an example, in this case 
c. Although her dad was reluctant to buy her a new puppy, Taylor hugged him hard and thanked him for giving in.

14. Must have compound sentences. AND, OR, BUT, 

a. Emily laughed so hard at the little dog’s tricks, but she was careful not to hurt his feelings.

b. Kwaku knew he would win the award for best player, since he had the best stats of anyone on the team.

c. [image: image3.wmf]Mekai was determined to win the quarterback position, but he was a bit concerned about one kid, Christian, who was his only competition. 

Making Your Writing Better

No one likes to  a boring paper. So give the readers what they want. Make your story come alive.   Here’s how:

1. Use appositives.  Kiara, the best speller in the class, laughed as she won the gold statue for her spelling efforts.  Appositives add meaning and definition to the subject. 

2.  Make good use of metaphors.  Metaphors happen when you compare two nouns to give one more meaning. Some examples of metaphors:

a.  My bathtub is a submarine (now extend) when I’m playing war.

b. Dad is a roaring tiger (extend) when he hasn’t had his morning coffee.

c. My mother is an angel when I am sick.

3. Add similes without overdoing it.

a.  The children in the choir sang LIKE angels.

b.  Aaron and Myles fought like a pack of wolves over who’d eat the last cookie.

c.  Emily was as graceful as a ballerina while skating to her new routine.

4.  Use anecdotes to connect with your reader. In a sentence or two (NO MORE) tell a very BRIEF story about someone to add a personal touch to your story. Anecdotes DO NOT HAVE TO BE REAL!
1. Sadie, my dear old granny, once said that you couldn’t get well without eating raw turnips.  

2. Dr. Brown, the meanest teacher in the school, made all the kids march everywhere they went. To this day, I hate to march.

3. I once had a beautiful puppy that was stolen by the neighborhood bully. Ever since then, I’ve been an advocate for kids that are bullied.
5. Personification – makes nonhuman things seem human.

a. The pencil screamed ‘stop’ as the old sharpener got too close to the eraser.

b. The wind howled a warning to the two small boys trying to run away.

c. The old family car refused to go, truly afraid of the icy roads.

6. Onomatopoeia – sounds that add color or vision to your story. 

a. Eek. Eek. Eek. The mouse strained to pull her bruised tail out of the trap.

b. Tai strained to hear the tap, tap, tap of the blind man’s cane. 

c. Hiccup. Hiccup. Hiccup. Nida thought she’d scream if Montrell didn’t stop those annoying sounds. “Get a drink of water,” she muttered under her breath.
7. Alliteration. A great way to make a sentence stand out. Don’t overdo it!

a.  Chase joined the other jumpers for his first trip out of a plane.

b. Once Dayo found her green bracelet, she was forever grateful.

c. Alexis rushed, as she always does, down by the river and over the bridge.

8. Use ADVERBS. Adverbs MODIFY or add meaning to VERBS. 

a. Isela hit the ball. (boring) Isela carefully hit the tennis ball scoring her first point.
9. Use adjectives. Adjectives give color to every noun.

a. Atiera walked to the zoo.  Tatyana walked through the overgrown weeds and down to the deserted zoo hoping she might find one last animal.

10. Use SPATIAL ORDER. Make the reader SEE where you are in time and space.

a. Under the old boardwalk, just down the corner from the beach club, an old crab buried himself in the warming sand.

b. The fire started in the middle of room, just to the left of the fireplace.

c. Matthew felt the bike moving away from him. Suddenly his wheel jumped over the curb causing him to fly down the street and right into the mound of tires sitting to the side of road.

11. Write through your SENSES. Make sure you reader can see, hear, taste, feel, and smell throughout your writing.

a.  When I think about picking my favorite place to live, I have to look at all of my options. Basically, I have a sensitive nose that can’t stand stinky smells. Somehow I don’t think a farm should be home first choice.

b. The beach just rocks.  When the sun beats down on your shoulders and you see them starting to turn pink, you just feel great all over. You see, I love the gritty feel of the sand, except when it’s in my bed. 

12. Write through your HEART. Pull at those strings.

a. The doll sat high up on the tallest shelf. No one had played with her for years. She was no longer beautiful, and she seemed a little old fashioned. It was hard to look at her glass eyes which just stared into space all day. But I couldn’t help but remember all the times she had comforted me when my horse had been sold to pay for my mom’s illness. Maybe I should get the doll down one more time.

13. MUST HAVE COMPLEX sentences.

a. While Dayo was composing the words to her new song, she hummed happily at the neat new tune.

b. Sergio was a happy kid, which everyone knew, so it was sad to see him so sick.

Emphasis
above all, chiefly, with attention to, especially, particularly, singularly

Similarity:
comparatively, coupled with, correspondingly, identically, likewise, similar, moreover, together with

Exception:
aside from, barring, besides, except, excepting, excluding, exclusive of, other than,outside of, save
Restatement:
in essence, in other words, namely, that is, that is to say, 
in short, in brief, to put it differently

Contrast and Comparison:
contrast, by the same token, conversely, instead, likewise,
on one hand, on the other hand, on the contrary, rather,
similarly, yet, but, however, still, nevertheless, in contrast

Sequence:
at first, first of all, to begin with, in the first place, at the same time,
for now, for the time being, the next step, in time, in turn, later on,
meanwhile, next, then, soon, the meantime, later, while, earlier,
simultaneously, afterward, in conclusion, with this in mind,

Summarizing:
after all, all in all, all things considered, briefly, by and large, in any case, in any event, 
in brief, in conclusion, on the whole, in short, in summary, in the final analysis, 
in the long run, on balance, to sum up, to summarize, finally

Diversion:
by the way, incidentally

Direction:
here, there, over there, beyond, nearly, opposite, under, above,
to the left, to the right, in the distance
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Ways to Write Good
OR

MOVING FROM PARAGRAPH TO PARAGRAPH








Use this guide pull yourself out from under the weight of the upcoming test and write in a more meaningful and eloquent way in order to pass with flying colors. Your words will scream, “Look at me! Listen to me!” as they were being written  thoughtfully and purposefully to help others enjoy your writing the way that you enjoyed the writing of dear old Mister Meeker, the cranky, crotchety, demanding Fifth Grade Teacher who really cared for his students.








REVISING- What to do when you THINK you are done!


SHAMPOO your writing when you                        have finished! 


If you haven’t included these in your writing, do it NOW!


Simile


Hyperbole


Alliteration


Metaphor 


Personification


Onomatopoeia


Organize








